
December 18, 2012 

To the ACEP Board of Directors and Executive Director Wilkerson, 
 
I am writing to ask that ACEP take a public leadership position for meaningful federal and state policy 
action to prevent firearm violence, in accordance with existing ACEP policies. 
 
When I heard about the tragic school shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, I cried and thought of my own 
two children, aged 5 and 8. Over the next several days I thought about the firearm victims I have treated 
in the emergency department and about my colleagues who have treated victims of mass shootings. Like 
many others, I personally resolved that I must do something to prevent this from happening again. 
Ultimately, my greatest impact is in my role as an emergency physician and public health professional. 
Therefore, I am asking you to assess and strengthen ACEP’s actions to prevent firearm violence.  
 
ACEP deserves credit for its work to prevent firearm injuries. ACEP has a long-standing policy 
addressing Firearm Injury Prevention, which it has consistently reaffirmed. The policy is clear, specific 
and addresses important areas of public policy and research. I have copied it below. ACEP has publicly 
addressed the role of emergency medical providers in mass shootings, such as the events at this year’s 
Scientific Assembly regarding the shootings in Aurora, Colorado. Additionally, ACEP has done 
important related work on workplace-related violence. 
 
Yet, I think it is fair to ask, “Can we do more?” We can. ACEP should make firearm injury prevention a 
strategic priority, and commit our time and resources.  Specifically, I ask that ACEP do the following: 
 
1- Make a public statement about the gun violence in Newtown and the specific public policy actions 

that ACEP supports as listed in the ACEP policy on “Firearm Injury Prevention.” Publicize this 
response to our members, the press, and government officials. 

2- Reach out to other medical organizations including trauma surgeons, pediatricians, mental health 
professionals and others to form a coalition of health professional organizations for meaningful action 
to prevent firearm injuries.  

3- Actively support legislation that supports ACEP’s policy on “Firearm Injury Prevention,” 
specifically, a) outlawing the sale of assault weapons and high capacity magazines, and b) restoring 
dedicated funding for firearms injury prevention research. 

4- Create a task force on Firearm Injury Prevention, leveraging the expertise of ACEP members who are 
national experts on research and policy. The task force should be charged with identifying specific 
actions that ACEP can take to prevent gun violence, including legislative action, research (e.g. work 
to lift the restrictions on firearms-related research), and advocacy (e.g. examining NEMPAC’s 
contribution policies regarding Firearm policies). 

 
As health professionals who care for victims of firearms every day, we have important stories to tell. As 
injury prevention researchers we have objective science to share. We must use our professional prestige to 
help inform and lead the public on this critical and challenging issue. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jay 
 
Jeremiah Schuur, MD, MHS 
Chief, Division of Health Policy Translation, Department of Emergency Medicine, Brigham & Women's Hospital 
Assistant Professor, Harvard Medical School 
 
 



ACEP Policy on Firearm Injury Prevention 
 
The American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) deplores the improper use of firearms resulting 
in death and injury. The College supports legislative and public health efforts to prevent firearm-related 
injuries and deaths.  
ACEP endorses efforts to:  

1. Aggressively enforce current laws against illegal possession, purchase, sale, or use of firearms;  
2. Ensure that new firearms are rendered as safe as possible through regulation similar to that used 

for other consumer products;  
3. Decrease the threat to public safety that results from the widespread availability of assault 

weapons and high capacity ammunition feeding devices including a ban on the sale of assault 
weapons and high capacity magazines;  

4. Limit the availability of firearms to those whose ability to responsibly handle a weapon is 
assured;  

5. Encourage the creation and evaluation of community and school-based education programs 
targeting the prevention of firearm injuries;  

6. Educate the public about the risks of improperly stored firearms, especially in the home;  
7. Increase funding for the development, evaluation and implementation of evidence based 

programs and policies to reduce firearm related injury and death;  
8. Hold individuals legally accountable for harm resulting from unauthorized use of firearms; and  
9. Work with stakeholders to develop comprehensive strategies to prevent firearm injury and death.  

 
(Approved 1985; 1989; 1993; 1994; 1995; Approved 2001; Reaffirmed 2007; Revised 2011; available at: 
http://www.acep.org/Clinical---Practice-Management/Firearm-Injury-Prevention/ ) 
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